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CAST*

Click here to visit operaparallele.org/ everestbios for full bios. * Cast not appearing live

Sasha Cooke Nathan Granner Kevin Burdette Hadlelgh Adams Charlotte Fanvu
‘Jan Arnold’ ‘Rob Hall’ ‘Beck Weathers’ ‘Doug Hansen’ ‘Meg Weathers'
Mezzo Soprano Tenor Bass Baritone Baritone Treble

Matt Boehler ‘Guy’, ‘Mike’, & Vocal Ensemble
Shawnette Sulker, Whitney Steele, Kevin Gino Vocal Ensemble

CREATIVE TEAM

Click here to visit operaparallele.org/ everestbios for full bios.

Joby Talbot Gene Scheer Brian Staufenbiel Nicole Paiement
Composer Librettist Director & Creator Conductor

David Murakami Mark Simmons Jacquelyn Scott Miles Lassi

Projection Designer lllustrator Scenic Designer Sound Engineer

Thank you to Everest: An Immersive Experience sponsors

OperaFaralle O|p Bob Ellis, Stephen & Diane Heiman, and Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman
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PRODUCTION TEAM
Everest - A Graphic Novel Opera (2021)

Jessica Bejarano Assistant Conductor
Evan Miller Camera Operator
Sam Clevenger Lead Animator, Umair Fareed Animator,
Tony Shayne Production Manager, lan W. King Unit Production Manager,
Daniel Harvey Project Manager & Additional Content Producer/Editor,

Learn more about the film that inspired the experience here: operaparallele.org/everestfilm

This production is dedicated in loving memory to our dear friend and OP champion,
Dina Kuntz,
who made everything count.

SYNOPSIS

Everest follows the true-life stories of three climbers, Rob Hall, Doug Hansen, and Beck Weathers as they attempt to
summit Mount Everest in 1996. Throughout the experience we move between the climbers’ present realities on the
mountain, that of their loved ones and their pasts as they slip in and out of consciousness.

From the shadows of Mount Everest, the spirits of all those who have died attempting to reach the summit sing to Beck
Weathers, who is unconscious on the mountain’s South Col, the final stop in the push to reach the summit. These ethereal
spirits now turn their attention to Rob Hall, the expedition leader and guide, who is just reaching Everest's highest peak at

2:30 p.m., thirty minutes past the safe turnaround time. Rob sees his client Doug Hansen a mere forty feet below.

The scene shifts back to Beck Weathers. In his unconscious, dreamlike state, the stranded climber hallucinates that he
is enjoying a Texas barbecue in his backyard. Beck holds court and begins to describe his experiences on Everest.
Suddenly, from the edge of Beck’s consciousness, the voice of his daughter Meg sings to him.

As we see Rob straining to help Doug reach the summit, time stops, and Doug sings an aria in which he describes the
tormenting, deep-seated obsession that has led him to this moment. Rob takes a picture of Doug at the instant he has
achieved his goal, and the guide is jarred by the memory of photographing his pregnant wife, Jan, before leaving their
home in New Zealand for the Himalayas.

While Rob endeavors to get his client down from the summit of Everest, we see Beck lying, delirious, on the South Col.
Once again, his daughter calls out to him in vain. From the depths of his consciousness, ruminations on his struggle with
profound depression slowly merge with the memory of the events that took place on the climb earlier that same day.

Rob is increasingly desperate. He has a disabled client on the top of the mountain as the storm begins raging around
them both. Jan, Rob’s wife, is contacted and told of her husband'’s life-threatening situation.

Beck, beginning to emerge from his coma, sees the climbers on the South Col huddling together in a frantic attempt to
survive the storm. Beck’s internal soliloquy slowly allows him to make sense of what is happening and comprehend the
cold, hard truth: he is dying.

In a quartet, Doug, Rob, Jan, and Beck sing of their plight. As the quartet concludes, we see Rob propelling Doug toward
a sheltered spot on the South Summit, where he hopes they can make it through the night.

Beck has finally awakened to the harsh reality that if he is going to survive another hour, he will have to save himself.

ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE

Go behind the scenes to explore how Opera Paralléle created this unique production. Don't miss the exclusive
conversation with librettist Gene Scheer and the real-life subject of the opera, Beck Weathers to hear about Beck'’s
extraordinary tale of survival.
operaparallele.org/everestenhance
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MAKE A
GIFT OF
SUPPORT

BECOME AN OPERA PARALLELE DONOR!
Individual support is the main financial foundation on which OP’s
artistic excellence is built, enabling OP to sustain our creative work
and community relationships. Donors also enjoy behind-the-scenes
access and benefits like attending rehearsals, meet & greets, program

recognition, post-production events, and more.

Explore how to become a donor here: operaparallele.org/donate

WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR THE COLLECTIVE GENEROSITY OF OUR PATRONS AT ALL LEVELS

Sandra & Darr Aley
Martha Allday

Anderson Norby
Karen Baumer
The Beatrice Giving Fund
Lynn D. Berger
Helen Berggruen
David Bertoni
Didi & Dix Boring
Linda Brewer
Machelle Burkstrand & Steven Winick
Joseph Chan
Debbie Chinn
Janet Cluff
Kip Cranna
Drs. John and Lois Crowe
Philip & Elayne Dauber
Melinda Luisa de Jesus
Ira Dearing
Marylene Delbourg-Delphis
Lawrence Dillon
Donna Dubinsky & Len Shustek
Bob Ellis
Judith & Philip Erdberg
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Andrea Fellows Fineberg & Don Fineberg
Paul Finnegan
Steve Fletcher & Carl Croft
Louise M. Fox
Lisa Jill Freeman
The Future Fund
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Gordon P. Getty
Susan & Mark Geyer

Alexandra Gillen & Hartmut Koeppen
Chelsea & Michael Gonella
Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman
Judy & Jeff Gough
Philip Goward & Theodore Ueki
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Jane Hartley
Kenneth & Christina Hecht
Stephen & Diane Heiman
Thomas E. Horn
Franklin & Catherine Johnson
Candace Zander Kahn
Mark L. Kalow & Marlene Pitkow
Yayoi Kambara-Coughlin & Richard Coughlin
Jimmy Kansau
Martha Kessler
Marcia Lazer
Lucinda Lee
Steven Lei
Deborah Lewis & Martin H. Myers
Lisa Lindelef
Bernice Lindstrom
Scott Lord
Jeffrey A. Lyttle
Betty Maddux
David Madson
Patrice Maginnis & Eric Rice
Jeff Mattlin & Alexa Fitzpatrick
Patrick McCabe
Susan McConkey, in memory of Dina Kuntz
Elizabeth McMillan & George Varian
Carmelita Mitchell
Alice Morison
Anne Morton

Simin Naaseh & Farhang Ostadan
Peggy & Boyce Nute
Margie O’Driscoll & Niels Swinkels
Alan Olejniczak & David Bourne
Peggy Otum & Andrew Price
Nicole Paiement & Brian Staufenbiel
Sherry Parker, in memory of Dina Kuntz
Erica Pascal
Martha Peak Rochelle
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham
Mary Ellen Poole
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector
Mark Robinson & Leslie Winick
John Roevekamp
Jerry Roth & Ray Jenks
Cheryl Ruby & Richard Hart
Ann Rudorf & Eric Nelson
Terri & Bob Ryan
Paul Sack & Shirley Davis
Jack & Betty Schafer
Lawrence Siegel, and Gail Siegel
Dr. Katherine Slazak
Deb Stallings & Sharna Fey
Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll
Lily Toney
Annette Tracy
Sanjay & Susan Vaswani

Emily Wang & Aaron Hoffer
Marianne Welmers
Karen & James Wiley
Dee Williams
Paul Woolford & Rick Freeman
Brenda Yost

Giving at the Collaborator level includes digital program recognition, and gifts of $ 100+ are recognized on our website. This listing
recognizes gifts received between January 1, 2022 to January 31, 2023.

CORPORATE AND INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT
Adobe, Inc., Aaron Copland Fund for Music, The Amphion Foundation, Inc., Bill Graham Supporting Foundation of the Jewish
Community Endowment Fund, The Lemala Fund, OPERA America,
The Henry W. and Nettie Robinson Foundation, San Francisco Grants for the Arts, and the Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation.

If an error or omission is noted, please accept our sincere apologies and contact development@operaparallele.org with any updates.

OperaParaligle O p

Special thanks to the staff of Z Space for their generous and collaboratives spirit in transforming

their theater and championing artistic risk-taking.
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ADDITIONAL QENEROUS SUPPORT FOR
OPERA PARALLELE HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY
Adobe Inc.

The Future Fund
Paul L. King
The Lemala Fund
Scott R. Lord
National Endowment for the Arts
City & County of San Francisco Grants for the Arts
Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation

OPERA PARALLELE STAFF

Nicole Paiement General & Artistic Director
Ruth Nott Managing Director
Brian Staufenbiel Creative Director
Aileen Tat Development Director

Daniel Harvey Artistic & Community Manager,
Asst. to the General & Artistic Director

Jacques Desjardins Artistic Administrator
Brett Metzger Finance Manager
Francesca Muscolo Production Manager (Everest)
Jack Beuttler Production Manager (The Shining)
Muskan Parashar Development Associate
Michael Mohammed Community Programs Ambassador
Michael Stephens Grants Manager
Jocelyn Shratter Marketing Associate
Keisuke Nakagoshi Resident Pianist
Jaymes Kirksey Assistant Conductor
Jaco Wong Assistant Conductor
Jon Finck Press Consultant
Adrienne Andisheh & TJ Sclafani,
Sounding Point Communications Consultants
Daniel Rivard Bookkeeping Associate
Jay Cruz Marketing Assistant
Nick Jones / Nature Studio Graphic Designer
Elizabeth Brodersen Recruitment Consultant
Bradley Kynard, Tony Shayne EDI Project Team Members
Ben Engelmann Intern

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS OF
EVEREST: A GRAPHIC NOVEL OPERA (2021)
Opera Paralléle
The Dallas Opera
Gordon P. Getty
Bob Ellis
Donna Dubinsky & Len Shustek

OPERA PARALLELE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Deb Stallings President

Jerome C. Roth Vice President
Jane Hartley Treasurer
Margie O’Driscoll Secretary
Kip Cranna
Dr. Melinda Luisa de Jesus
Marylene Delbourg-Delphis
Louise Fox
Marcia Lazer
Steven Lei
Lisa Lindelef
Bernice Lindstrom
Carmelita Mitchell
Simin Naaseh
Peggy Otum
Nancy Petrisko

John Roevekamp

OPERA PARALLELE OPERA PARALLELE
HONORARY BOARD ADVISORY COUNCIL

Terence Blanchard Roslyn Barak
Ruth C. Felt Michael Colbruno
Philip Glass Steve Kesten

Jake Heggie Robert Ripps
John Holiday Nancy Roberts

Frederica von Stade Lawrence Siegel

COMING UP NEXT

Tap each image below for more information on these exciting upcoming events with Opera Paralléle and our partners!
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The Life and Death of Stana

A new opera
© inspired by the lives of
Balkan sworn virgins by
£ Karmina Silec
; performed by
. Kitka Women's Vocal Ensemble

OPERA PARALLELE

PRESENTS

A
’ World Premiere Performances..
~ February 23-26,2023 4§
Z Space

San Francisx <
' __Kitka.org g

Benefiting Opera “Parallele
April 26, 2023
The Lodge at The Regency Center

composer PAUL MORAVEC usrernst MARK CAMPBELL
BASED ON THE NOVEL BY STEPHEN KING
JUNE 2-4, 2023

BLUE SHIELD OF CALIFORNIA THEATER AT YBCA, SAN FRANCISCO
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